


St. Nicholas 
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23300 King Drive 
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   Email:      frrepko@ameritech.net 
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H oly Week is the most solemn of the Church Year.  We re-live the mystery of God’s merciful loving kindness, when he suf-
fered death and burial for our salvation, and is risen for our hope of eternal life.  During Holy Week, we do not only ob-

serve what happened in history, but through our acts of repentance, our prayers and fasting, take an active part in what we 
remember as having happened and what is happening now through divine remembrance.  We die in Christ and rise in the 
fullness of life. 

    Glory be to Jesus Christ!                       Glory be to Him Forever! 

 

Divine Liturgy Schedule:               All are welcome to join us from home! 

 

Scripture readings:   Epistle:  Philippians 4:4-9 

   Gospel: St. John 12: 1-18 

 

Sun. April 5 PALM (FLOWERY) SUNDAY — BLESSING OF PALMS AND PUSSY-WILLOWS 

   11:00 a.m. +John Kulasa by Robert Kulasa (private Liturgy) 

   12 Noon  Distribution of blessed palms and pussy-willows @ drive-thru roundabout 

Mon. April 6 HOLY MONDAY 

Tues. April 7 HOLY TUESDAY 

Wed. April 8 HOLY WEDNESDAY 

Thurs. April 9 HOLY THURSDAY 

Fri. April 10 GOOD FRIDAY — DAY OF STRICT FAST 

   7:00 p.m.  Burial Vespers and procession with the Shroud of our Lord (private service) 

Sat. April 11 HOLY SATURDAY 

Sun.  April 12 THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD — PASCHA — EASTER 

   11:00 a.m. Resurrection Matins with Divine Liturgy (private Liturgy) 

     +Joseph and Bertha Benko by the St. Germain family (Spiritual Bouquet) 

   12 Noon  The blessing of baskets @ drive-thru roundabout 

 

Until further notice, only private Divine Liturgies will be celebrated at our parishes per Bishop Milan Lach.  If you would like to be a 
part of the celebration via the internet, we are providing a livestream from the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Parma, every 
Sunday at 11 a.m.  You will find this Liturgy and many others by going to: www.liveliturgy.com.  The information is always being 
updated at this website.  Bishop Lach asks you to financially support your parish and our church as you did up until now.  We are 
thankful for every financial gift.   

 

Many people go to Confession before Easter Pascha.  Confessions are available by calling the office and making an appointment 
with Fr. Joe. 

 

Palms and pussy-willows will be distributed on Palm Sunday by driving through the roundabout at St. Nicholas Church at Noon.  
Easter baskets will be blessed at Noon on Pascha Easter next Sunday in the same fashion.  Please stay in your cars while the 
palms and pussy-willows are blessed and distributed and Paschal foods are blessed.    



Please continue to pray for the sick and shut-in of our parish:  Doris Crawley, Lillian 
Stefano, Kitty Marchione, Marie Sloff, Ray Huddas.   

 

Easter Spiritual Bouquet intentions:  Erica Batcha:  George; Ray Huddas:  Andrea Hud-
das, Stephen and Amal Huddas, Michael and Kim Huddas, Mary and Pat Murphy and 
family, and, Rebecca and John Hycki and family; Nikolaj Nagrant:  Bob Anzlovas, Mary 
Voss, Fr. Robert Barter, Fr. Nicholas Ivan, and Fr. Roy Shubert; Patricia and Michael 
Neville:  Francis P. Norton, Ann Norton, Ann Marie Pesda, and Dorothy Arends; Mark 
Simon:  Veronica and Michael Simon. 

 

Why should we receive the palms and pussy willows on Palm Sunday?  With the 
pious intention of meeting Christ in spirit, with the devout people of Jerusalem, adoring 
Him, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David, Hosanna to Him who comes in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” and with heartfelt prayer to Jesus for His grace, that 
with Him we may conquer the world, the flesh and the devil and be received into the heav-
enly Jerusalem where He is truly a King.  What do we do with the pussy willows?  The 
pussy willows are blessed by the priest with holy water and prayer (you are welcome to 
pray the following prayer at home). This blessing is called a sacramental. The willows 
should be received reverently and taken home and placed in special vases or behind 
icons and crucifixes, and on your special family altar. The pussy-willows are the first of 
many symbols we will use through Holy Week and Easter that will tie our lives with the 
mystery of the passion, death and resurrection of Christ.  We receive blessed pussy-
willows as a symbol of our commitment to Christ. Remember that the first commitment 
was made by Jesus for you and for me with His complete love and sacrifice on the cross. 
Let your commitment be expressed through all your words and actions in life, saying: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord!”  

 

Blessing of palms and pussy-willows  O Lord our God, Who sit upon the Cherubim, 
and Who restored the might of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, that through His Cross 
and burial and resurrection He might save the world; Who, also, when today He entered Jerusalem to embark upon His 
voluntary passion, was met by the people who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, bearing the symbols of victory, 
boughs of trees and branches of palms, emblematic of the resurrection:   keep and preserve us also who on this festal day 
in imitation them bear in our hands palms and boughs.  And like those nations and children who cried to You:  ‘Hosanna!’ 
may we likewise with hymn and spiritual song be made worthy of the life-giving resurrection through Christ, our Lord, with 
Whom You are blessed together with your all-holy, gracious and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and forever.  Amen.  These 
palms are blessed [+] in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Palm Sunday is the celebration of the triumphant entrance of Christ into the royal city of Jerusalem. He rode on a colt for 
which He Himself had sent, and He permitted the people to hail Him publicly as a king. A large crowd met Him in a manner 
befitting royalty, waving palm branches and placing their garments in His path. They greeted Him with these words: 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel! (John 12:13).  This day together with 
the raising of Lazarus are signs pointing beyond themselves to the mighty deeds and events which consummate Christ's 
earthly ministry. The time of fulfillment was at hand. Christ's raising of Lazarus points to the destruction of death and the joy 
of resurrection which will be accessible to all through His own death and resurrection. His entrance into Jerusalem is a fulfill-
ment of the messianic prophecies about the king who will enter his holy city to establish a final kingdom. "Behold, your king 
is coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass" (Zech 9:9).  Finally, the events of these 
triumphant two days are but the passage to Holy Week: the "hour" of suffering and death for which Christ came. Thus the 
triumph in a earthly sense is extremely short-lived. Jesus enters openly into the midst of His enemies, publicly saying and 
doing those things which most. enrage them. The people themselves will soon reject' Him. They misread His brief earthly 
triumph as a sign of something else: His emergence as a political. messiah who will lead them to the glories of an earthly 
kingdom.  

 

About the Donkey  People often speak of donkeys in belittling terms. You may have heard the expression, "I'm just some-
one who has to do all the donkey work." Or, "So-and-so is as stubborn as a mule" (a mule is part donkey). These sayings 
overlook the contributions of a truly valuable animal. Donkeys have served the human race for thousands of years. They 
were once prized as symbols of humility, gentleness, and peace.  In Biblical times, donkeys that had never been ridden were 
regarded as especially suitable for religious purposes. So it was most fitting that Jesus sent for a colt to perform the royal 
task of carrying Him into Jerusalem.  How enviable was that donkey's mission!  How like our mission as Jesus' followers!  A 
Catholic missionary in China calls herself "the Lord's donkey." She's a humble believer, "carrying" her Lord faithfully into 
town after town and training others to do likewise. The Lord has need of many such "donkeys" in today's world, humble peo-
ple who will carry Him into their Jerusalem and make Him known.  Are we willing to be the Lord's donkey? 

 

 

Weekly Collections 

3/29/2020 

 

“My return to the Lord for 

all His goodness to me” 

 

Offertory               $   790.00 

Initial  $        5.00 

Lent/Easter $    130.00 

Holy Days $      75.00 

Spiritual Bouquet $      50.00 

Decorations $        5.00 

Fuel/Energy $      10.00 

Candles  $        5.00 

Choir Loft $    150.00 

E-Donations $    260.00 

Total:                   $ 1,480.00 

 

Thank you to those who generously 
support our parish from home.   



St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church 

     23300 King Drive, Clinton Township, MI     48035   

 Phone: (586) 791–1052;  Email:  stnicksbyzantine@yahoo.com 

      

 Served by:      Father Joseph J. Repko, Pastor 

                       Subdeacon Phillip Dinsmore 

 

Cantors:    George Nagrant, Nicholas P. Nagrant, Joseph Wanchik, Steve Terlescki, John P.  

                 Minarish, and Subdeacon Phillip Dinsmore and Richard Baranko, Cantor Emeritus. 

Choir Director:    Nicholas J. Nagrant 

Catechetical Director:  Suzanne Swanney 

Youth Directors:                 Adam Digon and Kimberly Kaufman  

 

Liturgy Schedule:     Saturday  4:00 P.M.  (Anticipated Sunday Obligation with Vespers) 

     Sunday  8:30 A.M.  (Slavonic / English mix) 

  11:00 A.M.  (English) 

  Daily Liturgy as scheduled (see inside of the bulletin) 




















